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Laboratory experiments revealed that viral
infection of yellow head virus (YHV) could
be spread via cannibalism of infected
individuals. The risk of infection
spreading via cannibalism is higher than
via water (Figs. 1 and 2). YHV activity is
still high 12 hours post-mortem but
significantly reduces after 24 hours (Table
1); hence, it is crucial in cultivation farms
to find a way to reduce the incidence of

cannibalism.
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Fig. 1. Giant tiger prawn infected with YHV pjs o Cumulative mortalities during a 16-day
at an earthen shrimp pond experiment between infected aquariums (i.e., through

cannibalization and waterborne routes)
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Table 1. Gills from individuals that had died from YHV infection were collected at 12 and 24 hours post-
mortem, and the homogenate was injected into the muscle of eight healthy individuals. The number of

dead/surviving individuals and their infection intensity was recorded.
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	ウシエビのイエローヘッドウイルス(YHV)は共食いにより感染拡大する

