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Pa koh (Channa striata) (Fig. 1) is under
strong fishing pressure because of its
daintiness and high market value, and
the recent decline in stock has become a
concern. A study was conducted to
manage the stock, and ecological features
(i.e., growth and breeding) were clarified
based on age and gonad analyses. The
findings indicate that the species matures
at approx. 20 cm SL (2 years old) during
April-June as the water temperature rises.
Hence, fishing restriction on specimens
larger than 20 cm SL during breeding
period (from April-June) must be
imposed. Setting a non-fishing period
and/or non-fishing area(s) in breeding
site(s) is considered efficient.

Fig. 1. Top: An adult Pa koh (24 cm
SL); Bottom: Otolith and annual rings
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Fig. 3. Seasonal changes in the GSI of Pa koh
and in water temperature.
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Fig. 2. Growth models of Pa koh (A: female; B: male)
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Fig. 4. Images showing the effects of unrestricted (left)
and restricted fishing (right).
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