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e villagers of Laos harvest non-timber
forest products (NTFPs) including firewood,
their main fuel source, from forests for daily
use. Nearly 70% of Laos’ total energy
consumption is from firewood and charcoal,
and over 50% of that is consumed in
households. As a result, firewood use has
been identified as one major cause of
deforestation. This has become the subject
of constant debate, hence a survey was
conducted concerning the collection and use
of firewood by rural villages. Each
household at the target village averaged

1.94 tons/year or about 272 tons/year for
the entire village. The survey also revealed
that the villagers preferred cutting
Cratoxylum sp and Peltphorum dasyrachis,
thus exerting pressure on the population of
these species.
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Fig. 1. Firewood harvest locations of target
survey villages in Vientiane Capital.

Red dashed lines are harvesting lands as
indicated by farmers. Red dots are actual
2013 harvesting sites.
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Fig. 2. Villagers prefer these tree
species for firewood wuse ( Left:
Cratoxylum sp., Right: P
dasyrachis)
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