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Laura Island’s freshwater lens (Laura Lens) in
Majuro Atoll, the Republic of the Marshall
Islands (RMI), the Pacific Ocean, is in a
critical state. Normal water-pumping rates
can result in saltwater upconing (i.e., partial
upward saltwater intrusion) at the Laura
Lens boundary if monthly rainfall is reduced
even slightly below normal levels. The manual
describes pump discharge in accordance with
the rainfall level and recommends the
dispersed pumping method. On February 3,
2016, a state of emergency was declared in
the RMI because of the drought caused by El
Nino. This manual is serving its purpose as it
is being widely used by the Drought
Committee, among others, in ensuring the
sustainable use of a healthy Laura Lens by
drought-affected people.
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Fig. 2. Laura Lens Conservation and Management Manual
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