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Among various lipids, Linoleic acid, a-
linolenic acid, y-linolenic acid of the fatty
acid, and a fatty acid ester, linoleate methyl
strongly inhibit nitrification that is the
production process from ammonia to nitric
acid by the function of certain soil
microbes. Linoleate methyl has stronger
nitrification inhibitory activity than that of
a-linolenic acid or linoleic acid, and also
has a long residual activity. Because
linoleic acid, a-linolenic acid, linoleate
methyl inhibit nitrification in the soil in the
laboratory examination, these substances
can be expected practical wuse as
nitrification inhibitors instead of synthetic
inhibitors such as dicyandiamide.
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