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relapses of brucellosis of unknown origin. It was suspected that the 2 tests used, namely Rose
Bengal plate fest and tube agglutination test were not sensitive enough to detect certain infected
animals but were also non-specific in certain cases. The 2-Mercapto ethanol test was introduced in
1976/1977. Since then those farms with low reactor rates to the RBT or SAT could become ac-
credited based on negative 2-MET. To date, none of these farms have had relapses of brucellosis.
The 2-ME test is therefore very useful in the sero-diagnosis of Brucella infection in farms where the
incidence of brucellosis is very low or negative.

Chairman: At the end of this discussion we could perhaps consider some problems relating
to public health.

Gupta, B.K. (India): In a study carried out in India, a few cases of brucellosis have heen
detected in people associated with the animal industry.

Joseph, G.P. (Malaysia): Serological tests have been carried out on personnel working in pig
farms and laboratories and some of the tests were positive. In man, it would be preferable to per-
form the Coombs test. Isolation of Brucella abortus has not been achieved from blood cultures ob-
tained from patients.

Isayama, Y (Japan): A few cases of laboratory infection are documented in Japan, involving
Brucella suts and Brucella melitensis and more recently, Brucellz canis (in Hokkaido and Tohoku).
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