
R:, l:ichi h \\':A~·l! iMA 
Dire:w, Gen:.ral 
Secn~:,Hiat of Agrk,.:ir.ure, For,:'.stry 

Fish,. >.· ·. R ,::,eard •.:: ,•mcil 

?v1r. Ct:a1rrnan, J)i;:~tinguished c;uests z,.IHl Participar.ts, 
It is \Vith ;:rreat p'iea~:t1re that I extt::nd rn~--- rnost sincere grcE tings and best lvishes, on behalf of 

thf~ Ministry- c;f i\.g-ricn\ture, aLd _Fisheri<L'~} ai1 par1 :cipant:s tn the IntertJJtionaI 
Syrnposiun1 on Infectious IJiseases of Livestock._ parcicularly the deie.gates :frorn (rver3er1s, 

r_rhe first syrnpu.:;ium \vhich. v;as held under ~-he auspices nf the -~rropical Agriculture Research 
Ptog:ran1 of the Council took plac(:" in 1.967 -S1nce that tirne, the C~ounc.'.'i. has devoted iu, efforts tu 
1.r,; .. ·:1ote intcrm,tiona! co,.,peratiu:· w,th the t1·:,pical cc,::,i:rics i:, re,;, :.i:·:_'h field,. \Vi1h ;, 
''.?ie,v to tneet the ;.vorld and national requ.iren1enL~; in prorn.ot~ng technologies pertaifling to 
agricul.rur£\ the J2.panese .~rcrvt:rnrnent established a ne;,,v research institure in 1970, tiH.' "'l'ropic;:-J 
/"q.rricu1tun-::: Ttesearch Center" V-t'"hich is rxc}usivel:y- respoLsi1.:lr for intern;JL..ional C-~){Ypt~ration 

v.rith agricultura.:i resear~:.h pro_grarns ]n the tropical and ~:eJni~-tropical 1:.ountries. I an1 very 
nruch p]erised to learn that the present s2ln1posiurn is the thirt.(~enth one and that for the last tvveivc· 
years a large nur.nber of research sc.icnt~sts frnrrt h.orne ard abroad have erijr...lyed theit 
in the sympo-~i;, which h,,ve beeE convened the Tro1:i, ;;j Agric~nl, me :kesean:b Center. 

Tl1e present symposiurn has beer, organized by the ··rropica1 A.gricq1tnrc· J{.esearch Center 1n 
coilaboration wiu, the Nafrm;il Instit11tp of Anima1 Healti. of :he Ministry,,£ Agrict11tu1e, Foreah, 
and Fisheries as prohlen1s pertaining to th,:; prev:;,11tio11 and cr>ntrel of inf;,:::r.:ti.::rus disc.:1.st.s of 
livestock are assuming an increasing irnportance V..'orldv-tide. 

I an1 certain that fruitful ideas and informaticn on tec~hniques devclope~l in eacb country V,7iH b:~• 
exchang,-ed throughout the discussions v;,rhich v.ri.11 t::1ke piace during the synrposium so as to further 
pnJrD.ote research and }n,.,restigations. 

f do hope' tbt ,he s:,mposiurn .,., ill be ,,u, c<'·ssful, 
I \Vish to expres;:. rny hearty, ,..,y;:,:•lcorne tn the cli~:L ~:nguished an,J 

·rhank you. 
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