
Japanese B encephalitis, and 1 with tetanus. 
The remaining 5 could not be diagnosed be
cause the carcasses had been scrapped. Conse
quently, the deaths are considered to have 
been caused by factors other than vaccination. 
Vaccination with these 3 vaccine viruses gave 
satisfactory immunity to the most vaccinated 
pig. The neutralizing antibody rose to high 
level, ranging from 1 : 32 to 1 : 521 in titer. 
On the other hand, vaccination w ith crystal
violet vacci11e gave neutralizing antibody titers 
in the lower level ranging from 1 : 2 to 1 : 
16. 

The field trials reported herein indicated 
that the living hog cholera vaccines of tissue 
culture origin developed in Japan gave suc
cessful results with regard to their safety and 
immunogenici ty. 

References 
1) Kawakubo, A., Sameshima, T., Kurata, I. and 

H ayashi, N.: Attenuation of Japinized hog 
cholera v i rus (SFA .strain) in continuous 
culture of established PS cells. Proceeding 
of the 57th Meeting of the Japanese Society 
of Veterinary Science (1964) 

2) Kumagai, T., Shimizu, T ., Ikeda, S., and 
Matsumoto, M. : A new in-vitro method (END) 
for detection and measurement of hog cholera 
virus and its antibody by means of effect of 
HC virus on Newcastle disease v i rus 
in swine tissue culture, I. Establihment of , 
standard procepure. J. Immunol. 87, 245-256 
(1961) 

3) Sasahara, J. and Kumagai, T . : Live virus hog 
cholera vaccine in Japan. Working paper No. 
21. FAO/OIE international meeting on hog 
cholera and African swine fever. (1965) 

4) Sato, U., Nishimura, Y., Hanaki, T. and No
buto, K.: Attenuation of hog cholera virus 
by means of continuous cell-virus propagation 
(CCVP) method. Arch. Ges. Virusforsch. 
14, 394·403 (1964) 

As was already reported in newspapers or on waves, the Conference on Agricultural 

Development in Southeast Asia was held in Tokyo last December. 

The Conference especially placed a stress on and reaffirmed the importance of improve

ment of agricultural techniques. For that reason, the editors intended to introduce 

STATEMENT read by His Excellency Mr. Tadao Kuraishi, Minister of Agriculture 

and Forestry of Japan and the full text of JOINT COMMUNIQUE hereunder. 

Comments on the concept of technical improvement of agriculture in Southeast As ia 

will be warmly welcom by the editon. 

STATEMENT BY HIS EXCELLENCY MR. TADAO KURAISHI, 

MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY OF JAPAN 

It gives me great pleasure to witness the 
opening of the Conference on Agricultural 
Development in Southeast Asia, with the 
participation of prominent officials responsible 
for agricultural deve lopment policy from our 
friendly neighbors of Southeast Asia, as well 
as representatives from FAO, ECAFE and 
Asian Development Bank. 

It was at last April's M inisterial Confer-

ence for Economic Deyelopment of South
east Asia that the important role of agriculture 
in economic development was emphasized, 
and out of that Conference has been born 
the present meeting. This very fact, I believe, 
is a proof that there now exists a common 
recognition among us of the importance of 
agricultural development. It hardly needs to 
be restated that the majority of peoples of 
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Southeast Asian nation~ are engaged in agri
culture, which constitutes a key sector of each 
nation's economy in this region. The role of 
agriculture in a nation's economy is primarily 
to provide a stable source of food supply for 
the nation's population. Agriculture, in ad
dition, occupies an extremely important position 
as a market for industrial products or as a 
source of supply of manpower or capital to 
other sectors of the economy. It follows, from 
these facts, that, without agricultural develop
ment, it would be h ighly difficult to promote 
industrialization or to develop the economy in 
a wel l balanced manner. Turning to the re
ality of present-clay Asia, it should be noted 
that, while marked increase in population is 
pushing up the demand for foodstuffs, agri
cultural production is showing little increase 
recently. This is a problem that commands 
our serious attention if we are to improve 
and stabilize the livelihood of peoples in Asia. 
Moreover, this has caused a severe strain 
upon these nations' foreign exchange balances 
through increased food importation, and there 
by substantially restrained economic develop
ment. From such consideration, I am con· 
vinced that expansion of food production has 
now become an urgent task in promoting agri
cultural development in Southeast Asia. 

The importance of food and agricultural 
problems such as these has, in recent times, 
been pointed out as a matter of common con
cern, though in varying degrees, to all the 
developing regions of the world. I would say, 
however, that especially iu Asia the condition 
is most serious. Under these circumstances, 
international. institutions such as the Food and 
Agricultural Organization (FAO) and the 
Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) are showing, as we all 
know well, a determination to cope with this 
problem in a positive manner. One fact, which 
particularly draws my attention in such inter
national trend, is the emphasis placed upon 
the concept that assistance in food can only 
perform a temporary role in solving the food 
problem of developing nations, and that the 
advanced nations should enlarge their agri
cultural development aid on the premise that 
the developing nations themselves endeavor 

to develop their own agriculture. This world
wide realization is quite pertinent to the 
problem, I personally fully subscribe to this 
view. In the light of Japan's own experiences, 
I wish specially to emphasize that, for agri
cultural development to be successful, it is 
necessary to build up voluntary endeavors on 
the part of everyone in the nation from the 
government to the farmer. 

Agriculture in Southeast Asia presents a 
considerable variety in form from one country 
to another, or even from one area to another 
within a country. However, the region's agri
culture possesses a few characteristics which 
are common to all nations ··· that essentially 
all countries are located within the monsoon 
belt, that the center of agriculture is rice 
cul tivation by small-scale farmers, and that 
ri·ce constitutes the principal food item of the 
peoples. Accordingly, if we are to expand 
our food output and to raise the standard of 
Ii ving of the farmers, the task of improving 
rice production becomes an urgent matter. 
However, in the past, rice cultivation in this 
region has been carried out in a very con· 
ventional manner, leaving much to the dic
tates of nature. Serious damages frequently 
result from floods, rai11falls and other natural 
phenomena. Consequently, productivity is low; 
and harvesting is necessarily quite unstable. 
Having considered these aspects, I wish to 
take this opportunity to place special emphasis 
upon the necessity of stabi lizing and enhanc
ing the output of rice·· · through improvement 
of agricultural infrastructure, improvement 
of rice-cultivation techniques, and other means 
··· in any discussion of future agricu ltural 
development in Southeast Asia. 

Japan, as an Asiatic nation, and . from the 
point of view I have thus far described, will 
spare no efforts in providing cooperation to 
the fullest extent, for agricultural de velop
ment in Sout,heast Asia in the times ahead. 
Concerning agricultural technical cooperation 
that we have been extending to date, we in
tend to further expand such cooperation as 
well as to continue to study effective means 
for realizing such cooperation. Furthermore, 
in order to estabJjsh a firm basis for such 
technical cooperation, we are desirous of pro-
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moting and encouraging experiments and re· 
search in Japan in tropical agricu ltural tech
nology. 

Now, a word on fishery development. In 
light of the paucity of livestock and related 
production in Southeast Asia, fish constitutes 
an important source of s upply of animal 
protein. On its part, Japan wishes to pay special 
consideration in future to increased cooper· 
ation in the field of fishery. 

Mr. Chairman, in concluding my remarks, 
I sincerely hope that this Conference wi ll, 

through a frank exchange of views on the 
direction of agricultural deve lopment and on 
the various problems that confront such de· 
velopment, deepen the understanding among the 
leaders of al l the participating countries on 
their common problems and give an impetus 
to international cooperation for agricultural 
development in the Southeast Asian region, 
which would indeed constitute a meaningful 
contribution to the great objective that faces 
this region. 

JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
1. The Confererence on Agricultural Develop· 
ment in Southeast Asia was held in Tokyo on 
the 6th, 7th and 8th of December, 1966, in 
accordance with the agreement reached at the 
Mi11-isterial Conference for the Economic 
Development of Southeast Asia which was 
held in Tokyo in Apri l this year. 

2. The Conference was attended by Mr. Ho 
Tong Lip, Head of the Agricultural Research 
Division, Kingdom of Cambodia; Mr. Amien 
Tjokrosuseno, Secretary-General of Ministry 
of Agriculture, Republic of Indonesia; Mr. 
Bouphat Chanthapanya, Director of Board of 
Forestry and Irrigation, Kingdom of Laos; 
Mr. Chew Hong Jung, Deputy Director of 
Agriculture, Malaysja; Dr. Dioscoro Umali, 
Und~r-Secretary of Agriculture, Department 
of Agricu lture and Natural Resources, Re· 
public of the Phi lippines; Mr. Choy Thoong 
Loke, Assistant Director of Primary Pro· 
duction, Ministry of Law and National Devel· 
opment, Republic of Singapore; M. R. Chakra· 
tong Tongyai, Under-Secretary of State for 
Agriculture, Kingdom of Thai land; Mr. Ton 
That T ri nh, Adviser to the Minister of the 
Presidency, Republic of Vietnam and Am· 
bassador Katsum.i Ohno, Mr. Seizo Takeda, 
Vice-Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, 
Japan. 

3. The Conferet1ce was also attended by Mr. 
Takeshi Watanabe, President of the Asian 
Developrn.ent Bank; Mr. Mitsugi Yamashita, 
Chief of ECAFE·FAO Agriculture Division 
of ECAFE and Mr. Ahsan·ud·Din, Regional 

Representative for Asia and the Far East of 
F AO as observers. 

4. Prime Minister Sato, in his welcoming 
address, referred to the urgent need of in· 
creasing food production in view of the trend 
of population incresse in Asia and stressed 
the important role which agriculture played 
in the economic development of Southeast 
Asia. He stated that in promoting agricultural 
development wisdom ancl patience were neces· 
Sary and also that earnest efforts at self· 
help should be made in a continuing ancl 
cumulative process. The Prime Minister fur· 
the r stated that Japan, with this Conference 
as a stepping stone, would further promote 
its economic and technical cooperation in the 
field of agriculture. 

5. The Confere nce was conducted throughout 
in a friendly and informal atmosphere and 
lively discussions took place on the problems 
relating to agricultural development in South· 
east Asia. 

The Conference reaffirmed the important 
role wh ich agriculture has to J>lay in the 
economic de\·elopment of Southeast Asia, and, 
fully appreciating the various difficulties 
accompanying agricultural development, re· 
cognized that there were considerable areas 
where cooperation among Southeast Asian 
countries was possible in overcoming these 
difficulties. The Conference also recognized 
that, for the purpose of coping with the 
marked increase in population, the most press· 
ing and common task in the agricultural 
development of Southeast Asia was to expand 
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steadily the production of food, especial ly thal 
of rice which is the staple food in this region . 

The Conference emphasiied the need for 
greater financial resources for agricul tural 
development of Southeast Asia. 

6. The Conference discussed various problems 
concerning improvement of agricultural 
techniques. It reaffimecl especiall y the im· 
portance of increasing the yield per unit area 
in rice cu ltivation which was the mainstay 
of agriculture in the countries in Southeasl 
Asia. It also stressed that, [or th is purpose, 
il was i1ecessary to improve agricu ltural tech· 
u iques in various fi e lds such as improvemenl 
of varieties, application of fert ilizers, improve· 
ment of methods of cultivation, an·d pest and 
disease control, in a manner compatible with 
the actual condition of agriculture in each 
country as wil l as in each region within 
country. 

The Con ference especially stressed, with 
regard to improvement o( agricultural tech· 
niques, the important role to be played by 
extension service by which techn iq ues could 
be disseminated to farmers. 

In this connection, the Conference reaffirmed 
that efforts should be made to improve the 
methods of extension so that new techniques 
could be easil y understood and uti lized by 
fa rmers, and that, in experiment and research, 
emphasis should be placed upon the develop· 
ment of practical techniq ues. Mention was 
made that in conducting any extension 
programmes, various agricu ltural materials 
and faciliti es s houl d be provided, and definite 
steps should be taken to develop local re· 
sources to maximize agricultural production. 
At the same time, in the fie ld of extens ion, its 
importance wi th respect to home management 
was pointed out. 

In order that extension may be cffecti vcly 
carried out, the Conference stressed the im· 
portanl role to he p layed by extension workers 
an<l their training. In this context, a :mg· 
gestion to establish a training cen ter for agri· 
cul tural extens ion personnel was mack:, and 
in this connection, the need fo r its coordi· 
nation with the activities of international 
orgai1izations was potnted out. 

The important role of educationa l institutions 
such as universities in exte nsion work was 
cmphasiied. 

T he Conference stressed that it was desira· 
ble to promote regional coope ration with a 
view to exchanging information concerning 
new agricu ltural techniques and lrnowleclgc. 

7. The Conference discussed problems con· 
cerning improvment of the agricul tural, infra· 
structure, and reaffi rmed that, if agricultural 
production is to be expanded stead ily, it wou ld 
be necessary to secu re the constant supply of 
water by construct ing irrigation and drainage 
facil ities and carrying out flood control pro· 
jects. 

The Conference considered it desirable from 
the standpoinl o f effective uti lization of water 
resources that projects for irrigation and 
drainage s hould be imp lemented on a large 
sca le and as an inlegrated part of multi· 
purpose development p lans for wuter resources. 

However, the Conference confirmed that, 
in order that food production may be expand· 
ed promptly ancl effective ly, it was necessary 
to place emphasis upon med ium· and small
scale irrigation and drainage projects which 
were directly connected with agricultural 
production, and which were more effective 
for prom.oting agricul tural cl eve lopment, as 
we ll as to carry out necessary measures to 
promote the betterment of agr icultural manage
ment and expansion of farmland. 

8. The Conference recognized the important 
role wh ich industries re lated to agriculture 
and fishe ries, such as industries connected 
with the manufacture of fertil izers, agricul· 
tural chemicals, agricultural machineries and 
fishing gear as well as processing industries 
for agricultural and fis hery products, play 
in promoting agricultural development. T he 
Conference also pointed out that, w ith a view 
to adopting measu res for planned development 
of the related industries, thorough studies into 
the potential growth of each industry should 
be made. In this connection it was also stress· 
eel that due consideration should be given 
to the stage of ..igriculturnl development as 
well as the economic plan of each country_ 

-2f.J-



With regard to industries which demand 
large scale production such as the ferti lizer 
industry, it was pointed out that regional 
cooperation was needed. 

9. The Conference discussed problems 
related to the improvement of marketability 
of agricul tural products and recognized that 
in order to expand agricultural production 
and to increase the international competitive 
power of agricu ltural products, it was neces· 
sary to lower their production cost, to im· 
prove their quality and to take necessary 
measures including development of agricul
tural cooperatives and improvement in the 
distribution faci lities of agriG:ultural products, 
transportation and storage. lt was pointed out 
that regional cooperation among Southeast 
Asian countries would be an advantage in 
improving the marketability of agricultural 
products. ln thi:; 1:onnection, the important 
role of international commodity agreements 
was stressed. At the same time, it was pointed 
out that such international organizations as 
UNCTAD, fAO shou ld be fully utilized. 

Con<:ern was expressed at the Conferen<:c 
over the declining prices <)f primary products 
and the attention of international organ i~ations 
was drawn to the urgent need to arrest the 
deterioration in the terms of trade. 

10. With respect to the financial aspect of agri· 
c ultural development, the Conference recog· 
nir.ed the necessity of i111:reasing investments 
in small- and m.edium-scale or feeder irrigation 
and drainage proje<:ts and in the develop
ment of industries related to agricu lture, and 
pointed out the importance of securing the 
necessary funds domestical ly through the 
efforts of both the government and private 
sectors. In view of the overall shortage of 
clom.estic funds in each country in this region, 
however, the Conference recognized the 
necessity to establish a fund to be loaned 
with liberal terms for agricultural development 
projects of Southeast Asia as a special fund 
of the Asian Deve lopment Bank. The Confer· 
ence agreed to call on the developed wuntries 
and the Asian Development Bank to cooperate 
in setting up such fund and to request the 

Asian Develonment Bank to start immediately 
deliberation on various problems concerning 
the establ ishment of the fund, giving due 
consideration to the views of participating 
countries of this Conference as well as of 
other interested parties. 

11. The Conference recognir.ed that, from the 
standpoint of increasing the food supply and 
of improving the nutritional standard, especial· 
ly of increasing the supply of animal prote· 
in, the promotion of fishery development 
was necessary. It was further recogn ized that 
it was important to work on research, de velop· 
ment and extension of fishing techniques 
well-suited to Southeast Asia, the training of 
fishing technicians, and the investigation of 
fishery resources as well as to promote the 
modernization o( coastal fishery and the de
velopment of off-shore fishery. lt was pointed 
out Lhat for several countries inland water 
fishery was very important and that there 
was a need for multiplication and com;ervation 
of inland water fishery resources. 

With reference to the regional Marine 
Fisheries Research and Deve lopment Center, 
the establishment of which was proposed in 
the Ministerial Conference of April this year, 
concrete proposals for its establ ishment were 
submitted by the Delegates of Singapore and 
Thai land. 

The Conference agreed that a study on spe· 
cifi<: questions con<:erning the setting up of 
the Center would be made by a study group 
consisting of experts from the countries con· 
cerned, givitJg due consideration to such pro· 
posals and related discus:;ions in this Confer· 
ence, and that Japan, as the host country, 
wou Id be entrusted with the responsibility 
for organizing the study group. 

12. The Conference recognized that the pre
sent type of confe rence was useful in promot
ing the agricultural development of Southeast 
Asia and that it would contribute greatly to 
bringing about prosperity and stability in 
Southeast Asia and agreed to entrust the Minis
terial Conference for the Economic Develop· 
mcmt of Southeast Asia to be held in Mania 
in 1967 to decide whether this sort of confer· 
ence should be he ld in future. 
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