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Cockle trade threatened

PUTRAJAYA: The multi-million ringgit Malaysian cockle breeding
industry is on the verge of collapse, and the Fisheries Department
wants a ban on harvesting during peak spawning season to revive
the swiftly falling numbers.Research carried out by the department
with the support of Japan International Research Centre for
Agricultural Sciences recommended an annual “closed season”

on cockle harvesting and permanent sites where harvesting is

disallowed completely to allow natural spawning.
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JIRCAS seeks collaboration with AIT

A four-member delegation of the Japan International
Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS) visited
the Asian Institute of Technology (AIT) on 17 June 2016 to
explore on food value chain development including food value

additions, marketing and processing, and ICT technology.
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JIRCAS, IITA lTaunch cowpea database

The Japan International Research Center for Agricultural
Sciences(JIRCAS), in collaboration with IITA, has launched the
EDITS-Cowpea database. This open—access database aims to
generate fundamental scientific information to promote better
utilization of cowpea genetic resources in breeding programs and

crop utilization.
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STEMming Gender Bias in Science = Four women lead the way

Dr. Marcy Wilder is a senior research scientist at the Japan
International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS).
Like Nakano, her parents substantially influenced her career path
from an early age. Her mother was a computer programmer and

mathematician. “[She was] often teaching me new things before I
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learned them in school,” Wilder told The Journal.
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Agricultural research in remoto areas to be extended

Times Reporters

The National Agriculture and Forestry Research Institute and
National University of Laos will collaborative research project for
the improvement of the livelihoods of small-scale farmers in
semi—mountainous areas.

The two parties will continue to work at the Japan International
Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS) for the
development of the project after seeing the progress made under

the project from 2011-2016.
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Former IITA scientist receives prestigious award from MAFF
For his efforts in characterizing yam germplasm held in
conservation at the IITA Genebank, Gezahegn Girma Tessema,

former visiting scientist/DNA Fingerprinting Specialist in the
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Bioscience Center of IITA based in Ibadan received the 2016 Japan
International Award for Young Agricultural Researchers.

Officials and researchers from the Japan International Research
Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS), the Ministry of
(MAFF),  the
International Cooperation Agency (JICA), and the Ministry of

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Japan

Foreign Affairs of Japan (MOFA), and the Ethiopian ambassador in

Japan, attended the event.

Lao researcher recognised for his work in agriculture

Dr Viengsakoun Napasirth, 39, was one among the Lao
researchers to receive the Outstanding Researcher Award after
devoting his efforts to research and development in the livestock
division at the Faculty of Agriculture. He and a number of other

fellow researchers received their awards at the 20th anniversary

Rk 28 4F | celebration of the National University of Laos > (NUoL) Vientiani
Times( 7 A
12 H8H establishment, held recently at the university. Dr Viengsakoun’s 2
award winning research was entirled “Development and utilization
of silage Techniques and Agroindustrial by—products for cattle feed
for the promotion of sustainable livestock agriculture in Laos.” Dr
Viengsakoun has been working on the improvement of quality and
in Laos. Most of his research achievements specified below were
conducted in collaboration with JIRCAS.
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Strengthening partnerships in Japan

ICARDA’ s Director General, Aly Abousabaa, participated in a
series of strategic meetings and events in Tokyo in early February
with the aim to strengthen long—standing partnerships with
Japanese officials and the country’s agricultural research for
development community.

A meeting with Dr. Masa Iwanaga, President of Japan’s
International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences (JIRCAS),
explored opportunities to unlock new investments in agricultural
research for development.JIRCAS funds research on agriculture,
forestry, and fisheries across the developing world, and has
supported several ICARDA initiatives in the past: the
improvement of native pastures and rangelands, the enhanced

nutrition and management of small ruminants, technical support to
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the Center’ s biotechnology research program, and research to

assess the value of drought-resistant genes in food legumes.
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Second phase of global research partnership for strengthening rice
production worldwide kicks off

LOS BANOS, Philippines—Around 40 scientists from major partner
institutions participated in the kickoff meeting for the CGIAR
Research Program on rice agri—food systems (RICE) at the
International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) headquarters on 6—-8
March.

Scientists from the Africa Rice Center, International Center for
Tropical Agriculture (CIAT), Centre de coopération internationale
en recherche agronomique pour le développement (Cirad),

Institut de recherche pour le développement (IRD), Japan
International Research Center for Agricultural Sciences as well as
representatives from the CG System Management Office attended

the RICE inception workshop.
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7 BARRIERS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR RENEWABLE
ENERGY UPTAKE

7.3 Ensuring the sustainable use of bioenergy

The saps of the oil palm trunks that currently are left after trees
are felled — and that emit a large volume of greenhouse gases in the
form of methane — could be used to produce ethanol as well as
other biomaterials, as they have a high glucose content (Kosugi et
al.,2010). A diffusion of such types of practical and climate—smart
technologies and practices also will contribute to Indonesia’s

zero—deforestation policies.
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JIRCAS Working Report Seires (| 230772175 )

No.85

Improvement of Utilization Techniques of

Forest Resources to Promote Sustainable

Forestry in Thailand
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Inception Workshop of JIRCAS-NAFRI-NUOL
Collaborative Projects from 2016 to 2021
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